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Applicant hereby submits this Information Disclosure Statement under 37 
C.F.R. §§ 1.56 and 1.97(c) to bring to the attention of the Examiner the documents 
listed on the attached Form PTO/SB/08. It is being filed after the occurrence of 
events identified in § 1.97(b), but upon information and belief before the mailing 
date of either a final office action or a notice of allowance. 

Included in the list of documents are two of Applicant's co-pending patent 
applications: U.S. Application Serial No. 09/872,705 (Pub. No. US 2002/0183532 
Al) and International Application No. PCT/US03/11424 (Int'l Pub. No. WO 
03/087083 Al). Copies of the listed documents are enclosed. 

This submission does not represent that a search has been made qv that no 
better art exists. Nor does it constitute an admission that the listed documents are 
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material or constitute "prior art." Applicant reserves the right to challenge the 
characterization of the documents or information as "prior art." Applicant further 
reserves the right to take appropriate action to establish the patentability of the 
disclosed invention over the listed documents, should the documents be applied 
against the claims of the present application. 

Consideration of the foregoing and enclosures plus return of a copy of the 
attached Form PTO/SB/08 with the Examiner's initials in the left column per MPEP 
609 are earnestly solicited. 

A check for $180.00 is enclosed to cover the fee set forth in 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p) 
required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(c) in lieu of certification. If this is deficient or if there 
are any other fees due in connection with this application, please charge the 
deficiency to our Deposit Account No. 501324. 

Dated: January 27, 2004 Respectfully submitted, 
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Postal Service "Express Mail Post Office to 
Addressee" service under 37 C.F.R. § 1.10 on the date 
indicated above and is addressed Commissioner for 
Patents, P.O. Box 1450, Alexandria, VA 22313-1450. 
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